MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE | THE SCIENCE OF SPYING

Spy Kids set surveillance to catch bad guys
Solving Crimes with DNA

This is the ninth episode in a multi-story
spy adventure involving North Tevas kids
Emma, Josh and Juan. Be sure to read all of
the stories in_future editions of neighborsgo
now through December during the “The Sci-
ence of Spying” exhibit at the Museum of Na-
ture & Science in Dallas. Past stories can be
Jound at neighborsgo.com/connect or nature-
andscience.org/spying.

mma, her brother, Josh, and

their friend, Juan, cruised past

the trash can

on the na-
ture path around the
Leonhardt Lagoon at
the Museum of Nature
& Science. No one else
was nearby.

Juan and Josh used
a tape measure to find
out how far the trash
bin was from the walk-
way, and Juan wrote
thatnumber down in a
notebook. He and Josh
returned to their hide-
out. They had brought
Juan’s laptop to look at
the images sent by the
mini webcams.

Emma stayed to
place the tiny observa-
tion tools. The three
used their walkie-
talkie wristwatches to
speak to each other while she moved the
mini webcams around as a test. It took a
while and some changes to find the best
spots.

Emma finally joined the boys. They
saw how the webcam transmitted the
image of the trash can and its surround-
ings to the screen of Juan’s laptop.

“How will we keep track of all of the
video feeds?” Josh asked.

“T'll look at it a couple of times every
day and get rid of any video that we don’t
need,” Juan said.

“Sounds like a plan,” Emma replied.
“Now we're going to see how they can
find the bad guys when they don’t have
video to catch them in the act.”

Sheled her brother and their friend to
the Putting DNA to Work exhibit in the
Science Building. At the exhibit, the spy
kids were especially impressed by how

PUTTING

TO WORK

MORE INFO

Puzzles, games and past episodes
of the Spy Kids series can be found
at natureandscience.org/spying.
Visit Emma’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/spykid or follow
along on Twitter: @EmmaSpyKid

DNA, a biological tool, helps investiga-
tors sort out who committed a crime
when other evidence
might point to more
than one person.

Once they were
back in the lobby, a
poster on the wall
caught Juan’s atten-
tion, and he left to
checkintoiit.

“DNA helps nab the
truly guilty,” Josh said.
“And helps free those
wrongfully convicted,”
Emma added.

Juan returned with
fliers in his hand.
“More spy stuff! On
Nov. 12, Oliver ‘Buck’
Revell is speaking at
the museum. He spent
the last of his 30 years
at the FBI as the associ-
ate deputy director in
charge of all the
agency’s counter-terrorism activities, He
is going to discuss the law enforcement
view of terrorism.”

“Cool,” Emma and Josh said in uni-
son.

“Then, on Dec. 3, Jim Olson will
speak about how America is losing se-
crets to spies among us,” Juan added.

“That’s like the guys we are tracking,”
Emma pointed out. “The ones we sus-
pect are dealing with a stolen mi-
crochip.”

They all agreed that they would be
coming back to the museum soon,
whether or not their webcam showed
them anything else about their own spy
adventure.

— By Cynthia Stine on behalfof the Muse-
wm of Nature & Science, Contact her al
cynthia@ promotesuccesspr.com

DNA is in every part of the human
body. It forms the basic building blocks of
genes, which determine the unique phys-
ical traits (like human fingerprints) of
every living thing.

The Putting DNA to Work exhibit at
the Museum of Science & Nature fasci-

nates Spy Kids Emma, Josh and Juan. It
shows how law enforcement authorities
use DNA as evidence to catch those sus-
pected of committing a crime.

What eight body parts might police
collect at a crime scene to analyze for
DNA identification?

1. Hot and red, I go to your head.

2. Long and strong, T help you along.

3. Curly or straight, I protect your eyes great.

4, When youre caught red-handed, this tells the tale.
5. Contained or bare, I'm always there.

6. Wet and sticky, this DNA source is icky.

7. I'keepitallin — I'myour....

8. Lose one of these, feel lots of grief.

Another DNA Quiz

Can you guess how similar your DNA is to the following?

1. Another human being?
2. A chimpanzee?

3. Amouse?

4. Afruit fly?

5. Yeast?

6. Aweed?
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